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R¥W: Request to continue manufacturing, leaf purchase, finished goods
supply and distribution during nationwide COVID-19 crisis.
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Subject: Request to continue manufacturing, leaf purchase, finished goods supply and distribution during nationwide COVID-19 crisis.

Dear Sir,

Please accept greetings from British American Tobacco Bangladesh (BATB) in midst of current worldwide crisis due to COVID-19 (Corona
Virus). Unfortunately, the virus has hit Bangladesh and we would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the Government of Bangladesh
and its relevant departments for taking timely and efficient preventive measures in controlling the spread of the virus.

BATB is the largest tax paying private sector company of the country. Last Fiscal Year (2018-19) we paid around BDT 21,500 crore to the
national exchequer which was almost 10% of the total internal revenue collection of the government. In line with government’s
instruction, we asked our management to work from home and continue their day to day official activities. In addition to this, in line with
governmant's clear instruction, we have kept our factory open by taking all precautionary measures suggested by tha Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. However, unless uninterrupted supply and distribution Is ensured, there is no point to keep the factory open. On top,
government mentioned agricultural product must be bought and sold considering farmers livelihood, as tobacco is a cash crop soin line
with direction of the Ministry of Agriculture, we will start purchasing leaf and will ensure farmers are paid as per regular practice. Hence
continuous operation is also required. Moreover, we have ensured protective measures for all our distribution team and took adequate
measures for distribution premises as advised by the authorizes to ensuring regular supply is uninterrupted in the market.

As Every day BATB alone pays around BDT 80-85 crore to the national exchequer, so during this time of national crisis we want to play
our part through continuing our operation and ensure regular flow of revenue for the Government of Bangladesh.

Recently your office has issued a notice whereby it has stated that shops selling essential goods and critical industries will remain open
during this "general holiday” period. As per the Essential Commodities Act 1956, Cigarette is classified as an essential commeodity and

hence it is necessary for us to continue our manufacturing, leaf purchase, finished goods supply and distribution.

Currently we are facing serious challenges as number of authorities are on ground and they are not implementing the government order
consistently. In almost 40 districts distribution people was stopped, harassed or some cases where asked to stop business operation.

Considering current situation, we therefore request you to issue an order and inform District Administration & Law Enforcement
Authority to extend their support and help us to continue our manufacturing, leaf purchase, finished goods supply and distribution.

We hope that you shall kindly grant the above request and facilitate our effort to ensure uninterrupted flow of revenue in the government
excheguer,

Sincerely,

<(amAsS—

Shehzad Munim
Managing Director

Briligh Amsarican Tobacto Bargladesh Company Lirmiled



