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04 April 2020

Md. Abdul Halim

Honorable Secretary
Ministry of Industries

91 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Attention: Md. Mukhlesur Rahman Akand, Deputy Secretary (BIRA)

Subject: Request to continue operation (manufacturing, leaf purchase, finished goods supply
and distribution) during nationwide COVID-19 crisis

Dear Sir:

Warm g_reetings from United Dhaka Tobacco Company Limited (UDTCL), a member of the Japan Tobacco
International Group (JTI).

As you are aware that UDTCL has been acquired by JT Group making it the single largest Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) in the history of Bangladesh, for an amount of nearly US$ 1.47 billion, roughly equivalent
to Taka 12,480 Crores. We recognize the whole-hearted support from your organization for this landmark
investment. UDTCL is the second largest revenue contributor to the National Exchequer and have
contributed excise and other duty deposits to NBR exceeding BDT 5,800 Crore in last Fiscal Year (July

2018 — June 2019).

As is the current situation of COVID-19 hitting our nation, you will be happy to know that we have taken all

possible precautionary measures as suggested by WHO and Bangladesh Government in our all operations.
We are managing our head office Working from Home and simultaneously, ensuring significant level of
safety measures in the factory and other business locations including leaf areas to deal with the farmers.
We would also like to take this opportunity to appreciate the preventive measures taken by both government

and related bodies to stop the spread of the virus.

We would like to bring to your attention that every year April to June is a very crucial period for our farmers
as we buy leaf and send it for processing. Currently we are operating one factory located at Tongi, and our
Leaf processing plants at Kushtia, Manikganj and Rangpur. Besides that, we are handling numerous depots
all over the nation for distributing the finished goods. Please note, almost 15,000 direct and indirect
employees are involved in the manufacturing to distribution process of this industry. Apart from that more
than 28,000 farmers are involved in the leaf cultivation and selling- buying process. As per the directives
from the Government, we would like to continue our operation ensuring fair price for the farmers and keep

the flow of revenue ongoing.

| holidays™ we are facing severe challenges by different law enforcement

Please note, during this “genera
causing confusion and fear among the

agencies. In some cases, depots were closed, penalties fined, alc.
employees.

office stating that critical industries and shops selling essential good will
| holidays'. As per the Essential Commodities Act 1956, Cigarelte is
d it is necessary 10 continue our operation.

Referring to a notice from your
remain open during this “genera

classified as an essential goods an A
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